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2Title: Scherer Maps 
Date: 1700 
Author: Heinrich Scherer 
Description: Heinrich Scherer (1628-1704) was a Professor of Hebrew, Mathematics and 
Ethics at the University of Dillingen until about 1680. Thereafter he obtained important 
positions as Official Tutor to the Royal Princes of Mantua and Bavaria. It was during his 
time in Munich as Tutor to the Princely house of Bavaria that his lifetime’s work as a 
cartographer received acclaim and recognition. Scherer’s world atlas, the Atlas Novus, 
first published in Munich between 1702 and 1710 and reissued in a second edition 
between 1730 and 1737, forms a singularly unusual, almost revolutionary work in terms 
of the development of European mapmaking at the beginning of the 18th Century.  
 The Atlas comprised seven separate volumes entitled Geographia Naturalis, 
Geographia Hierarchica, Geographia Politica, Tabellae Geographicae, Atlas Marianus, Critica 
Quadrapartita, and Geographia Artificialis. Most of the some 180 maps appear to have been 
prepared between 1699 and 1700 and were engraved by Leonard Hecknaeur, Joseph 
Montelegre or Matthus Wolfgang, with each volume introduced by fine allegorical 
frontispieces by the same engravers.  
 What makes Scherer’s maps so singular and unusual is their highly decorative 
Catholic iconography and imagery and the revolutionary thematic nature of many of the 
maps. Scherer himself was a Jesuit and many of the maps draw heavily from the history 
and development of the Jesuit order since its establishment by St. Ignatius Loyola in the 
early 16th century when it was the driving force behind the European Catholic Counter 
Reformation. Scherer’s maps vividly chart the revival and spread of the Catholic faith in 
the late 16th and 17th centuries principally through the efforts of Jesuit missionaries 
around the globe and most notably in North and South America, South East Asia and 
the Far East.  
 Where Scherer’s maps stand out from other contemporary cartographers is in the 
use of this vivid Catholic imagery and decoration. This is not all together surprising as 
the driving force in European cartography through the 17th century had been the 
Protestant Netherlands. The golden age of Dutch cartography which began in the early 
years of the 17th century was characterized by increasingly decorative imagery to the 
maps and atlases being produced, reaching its apogee in the splendid carte-a-figures 
works of Willem and Johannes Blaeu where the map borders incorporated views of 
cities and representations of the native inhabitants of each region shown. Dutch 
cartography tended to epitomize the development of trade and commerce, drawing its 
imagery from contemporary observations of far-flung places around the globe and from 
the great classical empires of Rome and Greece with their rich mythology - this was 
essentially a temporal vision of the world. Matters spiritu leanings barely featured in the 
imagery of 17th century Dutch cartography.  
 By contrast Scherer fills his maps with the images of vibrant religiosity, of a vital 
Catholic faith of contemporary Jesuit saints and merciful Madonnas, a world divided 
between Darkness and Light, between the Protestant-Heathen and the True Believer, 
between the Chosen Sheep and the Rejected Goats. This is not surprising given Scherer’s 
Jesuit roots and the publication of his work in the deeply conservative Catholic Bavarian 
stronghold of Munich. In this imagery, Scherer took some of the first steps towards the 
development of what may be called “thematic cartography”. On many of his maps he 
divides the world between areas of shaded darkness and unshaded light, the latter 
representing the light of the Catholic faith around the globe, albeit sometimes being 
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shown in terms of hope rather than reality. This is certainly true for example in China, 
an area which Scherer invariably shows as unshaded in spite of the stumbling progress 
and limited successes of the small Jesuit mission established in China by Matteo Ricci in 
the late 16th century.  
 Scherer takes thematic cartography one step further in the Geographia Politica and 
Geographia Naturalis. He produces maps that remove political boundaries, borders and 
place names, replacing them with the revolutionary concept for the period of showing 
the mountains and forests in physical relief with all of the major waterways and rivers 
systems clearly depicted. Scherer may 
have drawn in part from the earlier 
influence of another 17th century Jesuit 
writer Athanathius Kircher, who 
published one of the earliest thematic 
maps showing the ocean currents, 
mountain ranges and active volcanoes of 
the world in his Mundus Subterraneus in 
1665; and from the similar late 17th 
century work of the German Eberhart 
Werner Happel. In this respect Scherer’s 
Atlas forms an important milestone in the 
development of scientific and thematic 
cartography, providing a remarkable and 
revolutionary alternative vision of the 
world in showing only its major physical 
and topographical features.  

 In many other respects Scherer 
was more conservative, notably in terms 
of the cartographic content of his maps 
that appear to be drawn from standard 
contemporary sources. On all of his 
maps featuring North America, 
California is always shown as an island, albeit on a number of slightly different 
contemporary models. The theory of an insular California predominated on maps of the 
17th and early 18th century and was derived from incomplete and inaccurate surveys of 
the American west coast and Baja Gulf undertaken by Spanish navigators at the turn of 
the 17th century. An insular California first appeared in printed form on Henry Briggs’ 
English map of North America published in Samuel Purchas’ Purchas His Pilgrimes in 
London in 1625 (#461).  
 Almost contemporaneously with the production of Scherer’s maps, in 1701 the 
Jesuit missionary Father Eusebio Kino travelled across Northern Baja California by land, 
thereby disproving the insular theory. However it took another fifty years for Kino’s 
discoveries to receive official Spanish approbation and for this peculiar misconception to 
disappear from printed maps.  
  
 

This portion of the map of Asia illustrates the 
various missions of the Society of Jesus (legend in 
right lower corner). The stunning title cartouche 

features members of the various Asian races 
kneeling at the foot of the crucifixion. 
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America borealis 1699…, 1702, 22.5 x 35 cm  
 
 Another feature of his depiction of North America is the mis-location of the 
Mississippi river and delta some 600 miles too far to the West. This misinformation was 
based on the latest reports of French Jesuit missionaries in North America and first 
recorded by French cartographer Jean Baptiste Franquelin in the 1680s. An apparent 
confusion with the Rio Grande River. 
 Scherer’s maps are also notable for the strange shape given to the islands of 
Japan that bears little resemblance to any other contemporary models. The only similar 
precursor which may have been a model for Scherer was a peculiar small map of Japan 
produced by Dutchman Francois Caron in his description of Japan in 1661. This latter 
map did show the main island of Honshu and northern island of Hokkaido joined by a 
narrow isthmus but with Hokkaido also forming part of the Asian mainland. On 
Scherer’s maps the two smaller Japanese islands of Kyushu and Shikoku are well 
depicted, however Honshu is shown joined by a narrow isthmus at its northern point to 
a bulbous-shaped northern Japanese island of Hokkaido. This is all the more peculiar 
because Scherer also includes the important discoveries made by the Dutch navigator 
Maarten Vries undertaken during an expedition to Northern Japan and the Kurile 
Islands in 1643 - the first accurate European surveys of this region. Vries had actually 
charted the southern coasts of Hokkaido (Iezo/Iedso) to the north of Honshu and 
recognized that it was a completely separate landmass. He also surveyed the most 
southerly of the Kurile islands, which he named Staten Eyland (after the Dutch Estates 
General or Parliament) and Compagnies Land (after the Dutch East India Company who 
were the backers of the expedition). Vries had actually only surveyed the western coasts 
of Compagnies Land, so that its eastern extent remained unknown until the French 
expedition of La Perouse to North East Asia in the 1790s. Many mapmakers 
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contemporary to Scherer believed in the possibility of Compagnies Land extending across 
the whole of the North Pacific to the west coast of America. Scherer however remains 
more cautious showing only its western coastlines.  
 Another peculiarity of Scherer’s maps is the continued credence given to the 
possibility of the Northeast Passage via Arctic Russia to Japan and the Far East - on a 
number of his maps this possible route is clearly marked. The important Dutch 
expeditions of Willem Barentsz to the Arctic Circle and Novoya Zemla more than a 
century earlier, in the mid-1590s, had more or less proved beyond doubt the 
impossibility of finding a passable north-easterly route from Europe to the Indies. By 
comparison, the possibility of finding a northwest passage via Arctic Canada, Hudson’s 
Bay is also still seriously mooted by Scherer on most of his maps - with an exit being 
found through the Fretum Anian [Straits of Anian] on the Pacific Northwest coast.  
 In many ways Scherer stands out as one of the founding fathers of the German 
cartographic Renaissance of the early 18th century. The power bases for this revival were 
to be found in the South German cities of Nuremberg, Augsburg and Munich and were 
represented over the next thirty or forty years by such figures as Johann Baptist 
Homann, Mattheus Seutter and Johann Christoph Weigel. Within twenty or thirty years 
of Scherer’s death, mapmaking in Southern Germany had entered its most prolific 
period since the late 15th and early 16th century. It also heralded a significant shift away 
from the old established traditional centers of mapmaking in the Low Countries and 
Netherlands to new, important and influential power bases elsewhere in Europe in 
Southern Germany, Italy and France.  
 
Reference:  
Tooley, R.V., Map Collectors’ Circle, 
No.8: California as an Island, pp. 25-
26. 
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Map of Asia by Heinrich Scherer, printed in ca.1703 for Scherer’s “Atlas Novus” 

The map shows a bulbous Terra Jedso [Hokkaido] is attached to Honshu by a narrow isthmus and 
Compagnie Land is shown to the north of Hokkaido. The Caspian Sea is depicted in a curious oval 

shape and the whole of Central Asia is very mountainous. 15.5 x 10 3/4 inch (39.5 x 27.5 cm).  
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Repraesentatio Americae Borealis cuius provinciae vera fide illuminatae umbram non  

Habent, reliquae umbris immersae sunt, 1720, showing Christ in a cornfield with his followers. 
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“Delineatio Nova et Vera Partis Australis Novi Mexici, cum Australis Parte Insulae Californiae 
Saeculo Priori ab Hispanis Detectae” (Munich, 1703–1710). Published in Atlas Novus, Pars II: 

Geographia hierarchica. Copperplate engraving, 9 x 14" at neat line. Sheet size: 10 3/4 x 14 1/2". 
Impressive title cartouche in u. l., featuring two New World natives holding a crucifix.  
Large, compass rose at bottom right. Sea monsters and sailing ships embellish the map.  

An 18th century map of the southern tip of California and a portion of northwest Mexico is 
considered to be the first detailed depiction of the interior of today’s Baja. Scherer’s labeling of 

“Mar Vermijio o de las California,” the body of water to the east of the Baja, gives indication of 
California being an island, a myth that would soon be discredited by Scherer’s fellow Jesuit, the 

famous missionary Father Eusebio Kino. According to Burrus, Scherer’s map is actually based on 
a 1685 manuscript sent to him by Kino documenting the missionary’s exploratory expedition 

across the entire southern portion of lower California in 1684–1685. Scherer took Kino’s map and 
redrew it according to the style he had adopted for his important Atlas Novus, first published in 
Munich between 1702 and 1710, in which the Baja map appeared. The atlas formed an unusual, 
almost revolutionary work in terms of the development of European mapmaking at the beginning 

of the 18th century as it comprised seven separate volumes organized according to themes. The 
second volume, Geographia hierarchica, contained the map shown here. On the present map, the 

missionary goals of the Jesuits in North America are represented in the symbolism of the title 
cartouche in which two natives of the New World hold a Catholic crucifix between them. 

Scherer’s map of Baja California, besides being a fine example of his innovative approach to 
mapmaking, is a superb document of the European debate over the insularity of California. It also 
provides a fascinating record of Jesuit settlement in Lower California and western Mexico in the 

early 18th century. 
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Africae Dei Mater ... Alicubi Nota & haec ibidem Benificia 1699, 35x23 cm 
Sherer prepared the map for his Atlas Novus exhibens Orbem Terraqueum ...; the atlas was 

unique in that it had a theme-centered on Catholicism. It was published in three parts between 
1702 and 1710, with this map appearing in the third part. The religious theme on this map is 

exemplified by the vignette, which includes a Jesuit with a cross on his clothing and an African 
behind him, both of whom are kneeling below Mary with the baby Jesus in her arms. The ship in 

the southern Atlantic is flying the Jesuit standard. In order to accommodate the elaborate 
vignette, Scherer extended the map westwards to include the Caribbean Islands and most of 
Brazil. The map depicts Scherer's own, somewhat unusual view of the geography of Africa, 

although he does follow the Ptolemaic tradition with the Nile's source in the large southern lakes. 
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Representatio Totius Africae ... [Representing the whole of Africa ... ] 1710, 22 x 34 cm  
This is another version of Africa published by Scherer, and presumably engraved by Homann. 

The map itself is somewhat darkened by transverse, closely parallel lines and is less detailed than 
Scherer's other map of Africa. The Nile features prominently as a very long river with its main 

tributary coming out of Lake Zaire, and minor branches joining it from around Lake Zaflan to the 
east. At the top left there is a title cartouche with foliage surrounding it. Below this is an angel 

carrying a scroll on which is written in Latin an extract from the Bible (Luc. 1).  
Below the angel are clouds surrounding a leafy tree with, sitting in its shade, five figures in 

native African and oriental dress, appearing to be in conversation. Behind the group is a skeleton 
wielding an axe, felling the tree. The group under the tree is  unaware of his presence. In the 
lower right corner are four figures kneeling and praying up to the heavens with their heads 

turned towards a brightly shining Hebrew word meaning 'God.' Above them and to the right is 
another angel carrying a scroll on which is written another biblical extract.  
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Repraesenatitio Totius Orbis Terraquei Cuius Partes, quae Unbra Carent, Fide Catholica Imutae 

Sunt, Reliquae Omens Inumbratae Expertes Sunt, 1702  
A striking map of the world on Cassini's polar azimuthal projection by Heinrich Scherer. 

California is shown as an Island. Nova Hollandia is now clearly separated from Nova Guinea, 
although without a southern coastline. Northwest and Northeast passages are shown. New 

Zealand appears, although only a part of its coastline is known. 
The map reflects a circumnavigation of world, with the route and dates.  
The map is ringed by various cartouches and elegant decorative scenes.  
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Unusual World map on a North Polar projection, with a highly enlarged depiction of Greenland 

and Iceland and celestial model in the upper right, 14 x 9.5 inches. 
The map shows California as an Island and a potential Northwest Passage and also a possible 

continuous landmass to Asia.  Interesting early depiction of Nova Hollandia [Australia] 
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Imago Totius Orbis Terraquei (..) - 1777 Measurements: 22 x 36 cm.  
Special pole projection, where the whole world can be seen apart from the South Pole. California is 
pictured as an island, and the Northwest passage is free for shipping via the Hudson Bay. The map 

is decorated with windheads, birds and two diagrams. In the top corner there is a cartouche 
decorated with animals. This unusual polar projection depicts the entire world except the South 

Pole. There is a distorted portion of Australia noted as Nova Hollandia.   
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This 1702 Scherer map of the world is presented on a north polar projection and depicts all of the 
world except the South Pole. California is shown as an island and the track of Magellan's voyage 
around the world is noted by small sailing ships. There is a distorted portion of Australia noted as 

Nova Hollandia.  On the left is an engraving of the Victoria, the only remaining ship from 
Magellan’s armada. On the right, the few survivors of the voyage are shown, making their way to 

the Santa María de la Victoria church in Seville, where they go to give thanks for their safe 
return. The date, of the event  (according to the cartouche above the scene, is September 7, 1522; 
the number of survivors is 18 out of the original 237. Several sea monsters and exotic fish fill the 

oceans. 15.5 x 10.8 inches 
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 1703 world map by Sherer centered on the Pacific Ocean, decorated with four allegorical figures 
representing the continents looking towards a central figure of the Madonna.  
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'Exhibitio Totius Europae cuius Provinciae Fide Catholica imbutae sine umbra sunt, Reliquae 
Religionis Catholicae expertes in umbra sunt 

 
Hand colored map of Europe by Heinrich Scherer, printed in 1703, showing the Catholic regions 

without shade, while the non-Catholic regions are shrouded in darkness. The cartouche shows 
Christ bestowing the keys of the kingdom on St. Peter in front of St. Peter's Basilica with the 

Shepherd's flock grazing in the background, while St. Peter casts his net in the Sea of Galilee. The 
map is decorated with monstrous fishes and some animals and ships. 15.5 x 10.8 inches 
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Africae Pars Borealis. - A map of the northern part of Africa by Heinrich Scherer. The map is full 
of the spurious geography of the period with inaccurately located large lakes, rivers and 

mountains. The title cartouche incorporates African wildlife and sailing ships add further interest 
to the map. This map was published in 1702 for Scherer's 'Atlas Novus'. Most of the maps of this 

work appear to have been prepared between 1699 and 1700 and were engraved by Leonard 
Hecknaeur, Joseph Montelegre or Matthus Wolfgang. Engraving / etching with hand coloring on 

hand laid (verge) paper. 



 Scherer Maps 
 #492 

17 

 
 

Regionum Circum Polarium Lapponiæ Islandiæ Et Groenlandiæ Novae Et Veteris Nova 
Descriptio Geographica by Heinrich Scherer, 21.7 x 33.2 cm. 

 This north polar projection map is a busy, decorative map, full of scenes of hunting, whaling, and 
a Lapland market. Mythical Frisland and inaccurately placed Frobisher "strait" contrast with a 
much better defined eastern North America. However, there is not much development here of the 

Canadian Arctic, for there had been no major expeditions in the area since the 1630s. In fact, 
cartographers would have to wait till the 1770s for Samuel Hearne's overland journey and James 
Cook's Pacific voyages before realizing the true extent of territory they still had to fill in. In Asia, 

though, all Siberian rivers had been discovered and navigated, and the most eastern part of the 
Asian continent had already been rounded by the Russian Cossack Semen Dezhnev in 1648. 
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Societas Iesu Per universum mundum diffusa Praedicat Christi Evangelium, a map showing 
Jesuit presence in the world and the Jesuit diffusion of Christian message. On lower left Ignatius 

de Loyola is teaching, and on lower right Francis Xavier is preaching in Asia, while on upper 
right Andrés de Oviedo, Latin patriarch of Ethiopia, is declaring the Faith; a very religious 

map… And the north polar projection is convenient for the map: the Jesuit missionary work is on 
the “periphery” of our Planet. Europe’s “new worlds” that came out of the Great Discoveries, 

hence “peripheries”, were the terrain of Jesuit work. The center is the North Pole as it is the only 
perspective which permits us to view all the world “on the same side” of Europe. The Jesuits (and 

thus the Good Word) are present all around the world, near the center (in Europe) and on the 
periphery, as we can see in Latin America, Asia and Africa. The Jesuit presence around the whole 

globe is thanks to the European Age of Discovery and the circumnavigation of the planet. 
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Idea naturalis Americae borealis digito dei formata Geographice proposita an MDCC. cum suo 
apparatu volucrum piscium et quadrupedum a MDCC., 1710 

A copperplate-engraved map of North America with a wonderful cartouche of (African) 
rhinoceros, lion, tiger, and birds; and 20 odd sea creatures. California is still shown as an island, 
although the map was published after the date that this was disproved. This superb antique map 
of North America was published in Munich circa 1710, by Heinrich Scherer for his Atlas Novus 
exhibens orbem terraguem per naturae opera, historiae navae acveterus monumenta, artistique 

geographicae leges et praecepta.. [New Atlas exhibiting the lands, their nature, historic 
monuments, geography..]. 
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Provinciae Borealis Americae non ita pridem detectae aut magis ab Europae is excultae. 

 35 X 23 cm. The following towns shown in Southern California, S. Jacob, S. Delphin, S. 
Nicholas, S. Bruno and S. Maria de Quadlupe (sic). In right-hand lower corner a vignette depicts 

a Frenchman, Spaniard and an Englishman holding small maps of their respective territories 
supported on one side by an Iroquois the other by a Huron. 
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The rather plain title cartouche, held aloft by a putto over unknown regions of 
northwestern North America, is in the upper left part of the map; in the upper right part 
of the map there are three ships with national symbols on their sterns, those of France, 
Spain, and England, the three powers most active in colonizing North America. The 
stern of the French ship—and thus the French fleurs-de-lis—are cast in shadow, 
suggesting a lesser role for France in the colonization of North America, and Scherer 
makes the same suggestion in the cartouche below. The cartouche that will be the focus 
of our attention on this map is in the lower right corner, above two scales of leagues. 
Here, three European men—a Frenchman, Spaniard, and Englishman, in the same order 
left to right as the ships above—hold up three maps showing their country’s territorial 
claims in North America, showing them to three Native Americans, two of whom are 
kneeling. 
 The Frenchman shows a map titled Gallorum auspiciis [Through the Hopes of the 
French], and the text below says that it shows Luysiana cum Pentilimnia, that is, Louisiana 
and the Five Lakes, that is, the Great Lakes. The map puts the Great Lakes beside the 
Mississippi River in a way completely at odds with actual geography. The Frenchman 
shows the map to a kneeling Native American who is identified as a Huron and who 
studies the map closely—particularly the part near the headwaters of the Mississippi 
that the Frenchman is revealing beneath the map’s title and pointing to. The Frenchman 
angles his map away from the other two, the same way the French ship sails away from 
the other two in the upper right corner of the map. 
 The Spaniard displays a map titled Hispanorum cura [Through the Care of the 
Spanish], and the text below says that it shows Novum Mexicum cum California, New 
Mexico with California. The Englishman displays a map titled Angloru[m] industria, 
[Through the Diligence of the English], and the text below says that it shows Pensylvania 
Mariana Carolina, that is, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Carolina. The Englishman and 
Spaniard look pointedly at each other, perhaps alluding to English encroachments into 
Spanish Florida in the 17th century. Two Iroquois look at the map held by the 
Englishman, and the one who is kneeling beseeches him, but the Englishman ignores 
him. The Iroquois who stands behind the Englishman looks down at his tribesman and 
points at the bow in his other hand, as if asking whether he should use it, so there is 
some tension in the scene. The proximity of the Iroquois and Englishman no doubt 
alludes to the so-called Covenant Chain alliances between the English and Iroquois 
during the seventeenth century. 
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 The titles of the three maps are interesting for their indications of the relative 
seriousness of the three nations’ commitments to their colonies in the New World: the 
contrast between the “Hopes” of the French, the “Care” of the Spanish, and the 
“Diligence” of the English shows that Scherer viewed the French as the least serious. 
This same idea os indicated in the upper right corner of the map by the divergent course 
of the French ship. This difference is also reflected in the fact that the English and French 
maps are surrounded by decorative rocaille frames, while the Spanish is not. It should 
also be noted that the titles of the French and Spanish maps are peeling away, 
apparently indicating the relative fragility of their North American possessions, while 
the title of the English map is not. 
 The cartouche is most remarkable for its early consciousness—almost 300 years 
before J. B. Harley wrote—and graphic depiction of the role of cartography in the 
colonial enterprise. Scherer depicts France, Spain, and England using maps to assert 
their geographical claims in North America, and specifically, they use their maps assert 
those claims before an audience of peoples indigenous to that region, from whom they 
had taken those lands. A European cartographer, on a European map, depicts European 
powers using maps as tools of conquest, persuading Native Americans (who show no 
resistance at all, in this wildly idealized rendering) of their territorial claims. Some of the 
violence of this tripartite colonial conquest is implicit in the virtual tearing of North 
America into three pieces from Scherer’s depiction in the large map to the three maps 
held by the Frenchman, Spaniard, and Englishman. 

 

 
 

America Borealis Multis in Locis Dei Matrem Colit & Honorat, et Haec suis Cultoribus Multos 
Favores & Beneficia Praestat, 1699 in the Atlas Novus  

Illustrating the Catholic influence in the New World, map shows the island of California with a 
large, central mountain range. It shows the misplaced Mississippi River originating in two large 
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lakes in present-day Canada, and the island of California is depicted with an indented top coast 
on the later Sanson model. A small part of the imaginary land of Anian is separated from the 

mainland by the Fretum Anian. The Jesuit missions in Mexico and Central America are depicted 
with a small symbol of a star in a circle. The map is decorated with a pictorial title cartouche 

depicting the conversion of Native Americans to Christianity. Ships and sea monsters embellish 
the oceans. The interior shown as mountainous and wooded. Coastal names only, save in the 

south where towns are marked, St. Jago, S. Bruno and N.S. de Guadeloupe. The map appeared in 
Heinrich Scherer’s Atlas novus exhibens orbem terraqueum (Augsburg: Dillingen & Frankfurt: 
J.C. Bencard, 1702-1710) in Part III, following p. 10. Scale at lower left in German, French, and 
Italian, with Jesuit symbol above], ships and sea monsters. Copper-engraved on two joined sheets 

of laid paper, neat line to neat line: 22.7 x 34.7 cm; overall sheet size: 26.9 x 38.5 cm 
 
 

 
 

Pictorial title in rectangle at upper right, showing the Virgin of Atocha with child and a cloud 
above the figure at left symbolizing America. 
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Facsimile produced by Dr. D. W. Larson, Emeritus Professor 

University of Guelph, Guelph, Ontario, Canada 
 


