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Title: Bailly’s Globe [Verrazano Globe] 
Date: 1530 
Author: Robert de Bailly 
Description: This has been by described globe historian Dr. E.L. Stevenson as “one of 
the finest metal globes of the period”, due to the perfect preservation of its delicately 
engraved surface and the interest of its cartographic features.  The stand, ornamented 
with lions’ heads and with ball and claw feet, recalls the globe-mountings represented in 
the woodcuts of Schöner’s books (#328). 

The delineation of North America records the results of the explorations carried 
out by Giovanni da Verrazano for Francis I in 1524 (#347).  Among other things, it 
reflects Verazano’s conception of a large gulf penetrating the western coast of North 
America.  There were skeptics among the 19th century historians who denied the 
authenticity of Verrazano’s voyage of 1524.   These scholars persisted in the belief that 
no vestige remained in French written records, or in cartographical representation, that 
supported the achievements of this explorer.  This negation is controverted by the 
circumstances of publication, content and configuration of the following cartographic 
items: #340, #351, #357, #367, #371, #373, #377 and #418; maps by Maiollo, Sebastian 
Münster, Battista Agnes, the Ulpus Globe, the Harleian, the Wooden Globe, the single 
cordiform mappamundi of Finæus, Jacques Le Moyne, Michael Lok, Dr. John Dee, 
Judocus Hondius, and Capt John Smith, and, of course, this globe by Robert de Bailly. 
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Only a year after the Girolamo de Verrazano map was made (#347), Robert de 

Bailly constructed a copper globe known today in three examples, signed “Robertus 
Bailly 1530”.  According to the researcher Lawrence C. Wroth, these must be regarded as 
a contemporary French contribution to the new American cartography brought into 
being by the voyage of 1524.  One of these globes is in the Bibliotheque Nationale (Paris); 
another, identified by Marcel Destombes, is in the Museo Lazaro Galdiano (Madrid); 
and the third, is in the Pierpont Morgan Library (New York).  The significance of the 
Bailly globe was first brought to the attention of modern scholars when in 1899 Ludwig 
Rosenthal of Münich offered it for sale.  Accompanying the description of the globe was 
an admirable representation of its constituent gores shown on a plane surface.   A 
photographic reproduction of the North American section in a fan-like disposition of the 
gores was an interesting feature of the description of the globe in the Rosenthal 
catalogue.  This example of what is sometimes also called the Verrazano Globe was 
bought directly from Rosenthal in 1912 by J. Pierpont Morgan, possibly because of the 
close relationship this globe bears to the annotated Verrazano narrative in the Cellere 
Codex also acquired by Morgan. 

Examination of the Bailly globe of 1530 suggests its dependence both in 
nomenclature and configuration upon the map drawn by Girolamo de Verrazano in 
1529.  This cartographer had given a choice of two names to the North American 
discoveries of his brother:  Nova Gallia sive Iucatanet, or Verrazano sive nova gallia.   Bailly 
chose to call the country Verrazana, a name not found in his other possible sources, that 
is, the 1527 map of Maggiolo (#340) where the new North American world is called 
Francesca, or in the Paris Gilt globe of 1528 (#344) where it is similarly designated.   
Therefore, historian L.C. Wroth believes that Bailly was more influenced by the 
Verrazano map than by that of Maggiolo.  Besides the choice of the name, the shape and 
directional trend of the coastline of the supposed Sea of Verrazano, the great bight formed 
by the Pacific invasion of the continent, are as drawn by Girolamo da Verrazano rather 
than as it is portrayed by Maggiolo.  Additionally, the location on the globe of the 
southern beginning of the Sea of Verrazano at the 40°N of the Girolamo map (#347). 

America bears the name America and Mondus Novus, and is divided into four 
parts: North, Central and South America, and the Archipelago. 

The following names of American towns, rivers, etc., occur on the Bailly Globe: 
Terra Laboratoris, Bachaliao, VERRAZANA, Laelopida, R. S. Spy, R. D. Palma, P. Disavio, R. 
Gpao, Cannibales, Terra sacecrvis, R. Real, R. Brazil, Tanacnoi, S. Michaelis, Tenvtista, Colva 
cana, R. D. Crisai; R. D. Gra, C. Frio, Barossa, Ms. Pasqva, R. Jovrda, Terra Magellani, Canano, 
S. Julia, Parias, Vrabe, Oabaiba, R. Formo, Angia, R. Dvlce, Co. Crvi, Catticora, Yvcatas, Cvba, 
Spagnola, S. Joha. The continent lying opposite the southern point of America is called 
BRASILIE REGIO as on the earlier Schöner globes (#328). Results of Verrazzano’s travels 
are marked by TERRA VERRAZZANA. 

It is one of the two earliest dated globes known; the other is said by historian 
Henry Harrisse to be at the Bibliotheque Nationale de France. The Bailly Globe, or globes, 
of 1530 may be thought of as having affirmed in France, and elsewhere perhaps, the 
Verrazanian concept, its correctness as well as its error, of the eastern coast of North 
America. 
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Locations:  Bibliotheque Nationale (Paris) 
        Museo Lazaro Galdiano (Madrid) 
        Pierpont Morgan Library (New York) 

 
Size: 14 cm [5.5 inches] diameter 
 
References: 
*Brown, L.A., The World Encompassed, #60, Plate XIX. 
*Stevenson, E.L., Terrestrial and Celestial Globes, vol. I, p. 106, Figure 53. 
*Wroth, L.C., The Voyages of Giovanni da Verrazano, 1524-28, pp. 186-188, Plates 28, 29. 
*illustrated 
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The Bailly Globe, 1530, 5.5 inches diameter, Eastern Hemisphere  

Pierpont Morgan Library (New York 
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Facsimile produced by Dr. D. W. Larson, Emeritus Professor 

University of Guelph, Guelph, Ontario, Canada 


