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The Present State of New England. Being a Narrative of the Troubles with the Indians in New-
England, from the first Planting thereof in the year 1607, to this present year 1677: but chiefly of
the late Troubles in the two last years 1675, and 1676. To which is added a Discourse about the
War with the Pequods in the Year 1637. Hubbard, W. [London, 1677]

London, Thomas Parkhurst, 1677.

In its Boston printing of the same year, the map of New England in this work, by
John Foster, was the first to have ben engraved and printed in North America.
However, it is for all practical purposes unobtainable, as only a few copies of this
American edition are known. This London edition is itself very rare.

Chronicled in this book and dramatically illustrated by the map is King Philip's
War, the very bloody Indian uprising of 1675 -76. This still relatively little known, but
momentous chapter in New England history resulted in hundreds of deaths on both
sides as well as in the destruction of 12 entire New England villages and damage to
numerous others. King Philip, chief of the of the Rhode Island tribe, the Wampanoags,
was the son of Massasoit, the great benefactor of the earliest English colonists. The map,
which indicates by numbers keyed to the text the sites of destruction and massacres,
conveys how widespread the Indian rebellion was. The attacked areas extended from
just west of the Connecticut River (which runs across the top of the west-oriented map)
to well into southern Maine. Hubbard's account of this truly horrifying episode has, as
Church noted, Calways been regarded as authoritative by historians.O Church also
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observes: (Hubbard] was distinguished, in an age and country of bigots, for his
liberality, moderation, and piety.0 Hubbard, who was a minister in Ipswich,
Massachusetts, was a member of the first class to graduate from Harvard College. In
1688, he was acting president of Harvard.

Although somewhat crude in appearance, the map has a number of important
and relatively advanced features. It is among the earliest maps © position and delineate
Martha® Vineyard and Nantucket with relative accuracy. In this re spect and others, the
map is a significant improvement over earlier Dutch maps and shows, for the first time,
the true geographical relationship between the Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers and
Lake Winnipesaukee. The boundaries (the two vertical lines) of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony, as surveyed by William Reed in 1665 and specified in the colony's charter in
1628, are shown.

While most commentators agree that both the Boston and London editions of the
map were printed from different wood blocks, it is very much in question as to where
the woodblock for the London edition was cut and by whom. Some argue that the
printer of the Boston edition, John Foster, also engraved the woodblock for the London
edition. Others contend that the London edition was the work of a London engraver,
who copied a printed version of the map. If the former is true, then one could say that
even this London edition of the ma p was the first map to be engraved in North America.
The London edition of the map is often referred to as the OWine HillsOmap because the
White Mountains are so misnamed on it; they are called the White Hills on the American
edition.

Being the first that ever was here cut, and done by the best Pattern that could be had,
which being in some places defective, it made the other less exact: yet doth it sufficiently shew the
Scituation of the Countrey, and conveniently well the distance of Places. Anonymous.

(11 x 15 inches) (In William Hubbard, "A Narrative of the Troubles with the
Indians in New England." Boston, Printed by John Foster, 1677.)

This map was made to accompany William H ubbard's Narrative of the Troubles
with the Indians in New England, which was published in Boston by John Foster, the
pioneer printer, in the spring of 1677. The author, William Hubbard, an "eminent
scholar, historian, and divine," was born in Tendring, County Essex, England, in 1621;
came to New England with his father when fo urteen years old; graduated from Harvard
University in the class of 1642; studied theology and became the minister of the church
at Ipswich where he resided, except for short intervals, until he died in 1704 at the age of
eighty-three. In 1688, he had beemppointed by Sir Edmund Andros to act as president
of Harvard College in the absence of Increase Mather.

His chief literary works were A Narrative of the Troubles with the Indians in New
England, and a General History of New England, from the Discovery to MDCLXXX. The
manuscript of the latter was presented to the Massachusetts Historical Society by Rev.
Dr. John Eliot, whose father is said to have rescued it from the mob who sacked
Hutchinson's house in 1765. It was first printed in 181 5.

The manuscript of his Narrative of the Troubles with the Indians received the
sanction of the General Court of Massachusetts on March 29, 77, and was "licensed" in
London on the twenty -seventh of June following. It is probable that Hubbard went to
England in May, 1677, carrying a copy of the work with him and that the London or
second edition, entitled The Present State of New England, which is much more accurate
than the first or Boston edition, was published under his supervision.
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The wood-cut map appeared only in these two editions. In many points it
resembles a manuscript map of New England by John Sellarthat is now in the Harvard
College Library. The Boston edition of the map, known as "The Wine Hills Map" from
the mistake in the name given to the White Mountains, is somewhat smaller than the
London or "White Hills Map." The place names on this latter map are more accurate
than those on the former. Twenty-one errors of the Boston or first edition published
during Hubbard's absence are corrected in the London edition. In the introduction to the
Boston edition is an explanation of these errors by the "Printer to the Reader": "By
Reason of the Authors long and necessary absence from the Press, together with the
difficulty of reading his hand, many faults have escaped in the Printing, either by
mistaking of words or mispointing of Sentences, which doe in some places not a little
confound the Sence." The most striking error on the map is the curious use ofWine Hills
for White Hills. The reproduction here given is of an original copy of the Wine Hills map
in the Library of Congress. There is considerable difference of opinion as to which
edition of the map is the older one. It is believed that both were engraved as well as
printed by John Foster, the pioneer printer of Boston. By an act of The General Court in
1664 no printing had been allowed in Massachusetts Bay except in Cambridge, but in
1674 the restriction was removed and QMr. John Foster the ingenious mathematician and
printer" began printing at the "Sign of a Dove" in Boston. One of the earliest productions
of his press was Hubbard's Narrative of the Troubles with the Indians, which contained this
map, the first one cut in America.

The purpose of the map is to illustrate the narrative of the Indian wars and was
inserted after page 132 to accompany "A Table shewing the Towns and places which are
inhabited by the English in New -England; those that are marked with figures, as well as
expressed by their names, are such as were assaulted by the Indians, during the late
awfull revolutions of providence.?" The figures correspond to those on the map. Some
places are designated by numbers only. They have been identified as follows: 5 No.2,
Swanzey, where hirty -four out of forty houses were burnt; No .3, Middleborough, w hich
is misplaced on the map; No.4, Dartmouth, near New Bedford; No.8, Mendon; No. 13,
Hatfield; No. 16, Westfield; No. 17, Quonsigomog, now known as Worcester; No. 18,
Pettiquomscat, or Jae. Bull's Garrison House; No. 19, Canonicus's Fort, where the
famous Swamp Fight occurred in the town of South Kingston, Dec. 19, 1675. A
monument erected by the Society of Colonial Wars to mark the site of the encounter is
visible from the Shore Line Railroad near the present station of West Kingston, Rhode
Island; No. 20, Warwick, which was destroyed; No. 25, Wickford; No. 35, Andover; No.
42, Kittery; No. 47, York; No. 50, Saco River; No. 51 Wells; No. 54, Scarborough; No. 55,
Falmouth. In a few cases, places are indicated by the figure of a house only, without
name or number, as Eastham, Barnstable, and Bridgwater in Plymouth colony;
Portsmouth, Pawtuxet, and Westerly in Rhode Island; Beverly, Malden, Reading,
Topsfield, and Cambridge Village (Newton) in Massachusetts Bay; Farmington,
Wethersfield, and Norwich in Connecticut . The names of many towns which existed at
the date of the map are omitted. Some fifty-three towns suffered from Indian attacks and
eight hundred whites were killed during King Philip's War.

Monnt-hope, the present Bristol, Rhode Island, was the home of King Philip, the
chief of the Wampanoags. A tablet has been placed there with the following inscription:
"In the miery swamp 166 feet W. S. W. from this Spring, according to tradition, King
Philip fell, August 12, 1676, O. S." Indian massacres occurred at Bmaquid, Groton, and
Haveril (the home of Hannah Dustin) during King William's War, 1690 -97, and at



New England
#485

Deerfield and Haveril during Queen Anne's War, 170214. North of 17, the modern
Worcester, is Wajuset Hill, the present Wachusett Mountain. Squaheag, the northernmo st
settlement on the Connecticut River, is now known as Northfield.

The perpendicular black lines mark the northern and southern boundaries of
Massachusetts Bay Colony according to the charter of 1629. The northern boundary was
defined as a line from the Atlantic to the South Sea, "three English myles to the
northward of the saide river called Monomack, alias Merrymack, or to the northward of
any and every parte thereof." The line as drawn places the New Hampshire towns and
some of the Maine towns within the jurisdiction of Massachusetts Bay Colony. Two
years after the date of this map, New Hampshire was formally separated from
Massachusetts Bay and made a royal colony.

The southern boundary of Massachusetts Bay was a line "three Englishe myles
on the south parte of the saide river called Charles river, or of any or every parte
thereof." This line was found to conflict with the northern boundary of the grant to the
Plymouth settlers from the Council for New England in 1629, and in 1664 a compromise
boundary line was agreed upon as shown by the oblique line commencing near Scituate
on the coast. Connecticut disputed the boundary line as established by Massachusetts.
The present boundary between the two states was settled in 1713
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5{ 1 < CARTOUCHE AND SCALE BAR
A MAP OF Foster deftly mixes science and

N EW'ENGLAND’ palitics in his title. It contains a 4
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< THE WHITE HILLS The map exists ,
in two early states. The first version 1
is shown here; a later, less accurate ;
version was also printed, with this

area labeled “The Wine Hills,” and

various other mistakes. Foster

appears to have printed this version @
in Boston and shipped it back to

England, where the second version

confused many of the place names.

The arrival of more settlers from England, blown into the distinctively curled bay on
ships and directed by the compass rose pointing north at the bottom of the map, hints at
the inevitable eclipse of the indigenous names and ways of life. The distinctive
horizontal stippling showing the sea follows the grain of the wood block.
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