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Mapa del Golfo y costa de la Nueva Espana, desde el R~o de Panuco hasta el cabo de Santa Elena
&]| I De los papeles que traxeron de Seuilla de Alonso de Santa Cruz [endorsed]

Description: The original of this map, about 23 by 17 inches, is in the “General Archive of
the Indies” in Seville, Spain. It is an anonymous, undated, manuscript map and was
made to exhibit the explorations of De Soto and Moscoso, 1539-1543.

This quill and ink sketch is an unsigned, undated map of part of southern North
America, showing the coast from the vicinity of the Combahee River in South Carolina
to the Panuco River in Mexico and the interior as far north as the latitude of the
Tennessee River. It is also the only extant contemporary map to illustrate the De Soto
expedition (1539-1543), a fact which has contributed largely to its fame and frequent
reproduction. Many of the 127 names and legends inscribed on it are to be found,
though with different spellings, in the various accounts of the expedition. Most of the
coastal names, however, are found on earlier or contemporary Spanish world maps, and
locations to the extreme west and in Mexico are the result of information gained from
other sources. Indian names on the map such as Ays and Guasco are places in Texas
through which Moscoso and the remnants of the expedition passed on their march to the
Rio Grande after the death of De So to on May 21, 1542, and his burial in the Mississippi.
On the basis of internal evidence, therefore, the information on the map indicates that it
was made after the return of Moscoso to Mexico City in December 1543.

The inscription on the back of the map, which is given above as the title, states
that the map was among the papers taken by the royal cartographer, Alonzo de Santa
Cruz, from Seville. The title in brackets is that given by D. P. Torres Lanzas, Mapas de
Mexico y Florida, I, 17, No. 1. Santa Cruz, who styled himself archicos-mographer to
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Charles V, aided in editing the padrén general. A world map by him, dated 1542, is in
the Royal Library at Stockholm (reproduced in Erik W. Dahlgren, Map of the World by
the Spanish Cosmographer Alonzo de Santa Cruz, 1542, Stockholm, 1892); and a sketch
of the east coast of North America from a map by Santa Cruz of about 1560. Dahlgren,

The De Soto map, whether drawn by Santa Cruz himself or not, contains no
information concerning the expedition of Tristan de Luna (1559) or the founding of St.
Augustine by Menendez (1565). It is probable that the map was made from information
gained soon after the return of Moscoso or possibly some other member of the De So to
expedition; the most commonly given date, ca. 1544, is a reasonable one. It might be
called the De Soto-Moscoso-Santa Cruz map.

The spelling and location of Indian settlements differ in many cases from the
accounts of the Gentleman of Elvas, Ranje I, Biedma, and Garcilaso de la Vega, and may
be independent of them. B. Boston, suggests that the author of the map used Biedma and
a completer, non-extant manuscript report by Ranjel as sources. There are sufficient
similarities between this map and the Ortelius-Chiaves 1584 map, such as in the area
shown, in the general topographical outlines, and in many of the names, to indicate a
definite relationship between the two. A close examination, however, reveals many
differences; there are only 56 continental names on the Ortelius-Chiaves map as
compared to 127 names and legends on the earlier MS map.

The topographical detail on the MS map is on the whole more accurate than on
the printed map. The rivers are more accurately drawn. But the River Seco (Altamaha?)
joins a river flowing into the Gulf of Mexico; on the Ortelius-Chiaves map, another river
branches off from the River Seco near its headwaters and empties into the Atlantic north
of the mouth of the Seco, an erroneous conception which possibly arose from the heavily
broken coastline of Georgia and which is followed by some later 16t century
cartographers. The range of mountains is east-west on the MS map; on Ortelius-Chiaves it
runs from southeast to northwest exactly at right angles to the true direction of the
Appalachians. Undoubtedly this error of direction, which is found on later maps for
over a hundred years, resulted from the report of the De Soto expedition, which entered
the mountainous region in western North Carolina and continued in it as they marched
westward along the Tennessee River and into northern Alabama.

In the extreme northeastern section of the De Soto map is a large fresh water
lagoon or lake, shaped roughly like an "H" and labeled "laguna dulce, " and below it is
another smaller lake. Harrisse (Discovery of America, p. 644) says: "As to the large lagoon on
the north-east, it is most likely intended for the Ekanfanoka or Ouaquaphenogaw marsh, between
Flint and Oakmulgee rivers in Georgia. The lake south of that lagoon may be the Okeechebe,
north of the Everglades in Florida." Paullin (Atlas of the United States, p. 9) follows Harrisse:
"The large lake in the northeast may be the Okefenoke Swamp, in southern Georgia." But there
are various indications that these lakes portray a knowledge of the Great Lakes,
conveyed to De Sotot’s men by the Indians with whom they conversed. They may also
be connected with the puzzling appearance of the fabled lake in the region of northern
Georgia which is found in many maps of North America until well into the 18t century.
In the first place, the lakes are not represented as being in the Florida peninsula at all,
but to the east of the long row of hills which indicate the Appalachian Mountains, at
about 35° N. L. In the second place, they are placed east of Chitala on the map. Chitala
(Xuala) is in the mountains of western North Carolina. It is possible though not probable
that the lagoon and smaller lake represent lakes in eastern North Carolina. Ortelius-
Chiaves (1584) has a cartouche which covers the area where the lakes are in the De Soto
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map. The maps of Florida by Wytfliet (1597), Acosta (1698), and Matal (1600) follow
Ortelius in having no lake.

The entire map is reproduced from Harrisse’s Discovery of North America, p. 634-
644, with a reduction of rather more than one-half. It shows the coast and interior of the
Southern States between Georgia and Texas, and possibly part of some of the states
bordering on this region. Many new names make their appearance. Twenty-one rivers
are represented as emptying into the Gulf or the Atlantic. Among these is the R del
espiritu Santo, which is either the Mississippi or the Mobile. The large lake in the
northeast may be the Okefenokee Swamp, in southern Georgia. Indian villages within
the present United States are mapped for the first time. In the Texas region the
inscription en estas, etc., may be translated “In these mountains there are silver mines”;
and the longer inscription to the northward thereof, “From Quivira to this point there
are numerous herds of cattle” — probably the first mention on a map of buffalo.

This map marks an epoch in the history of the cartography of the United States,
for it is the first graphic representation of any part of the interior of that country.

Reference:
Cummings, W.P., The Southeast in Early Maps, Plate 5, #1, pp. 113-115.

Ortelius-Chiaves map 1584



